Indocyanine green angiographic findings of lacquer cracks in pathologic myopia.
Lacquer cracks are thought to represent healed mechanical breaks in the retinal pigment epithelium, Bruch's membrane, and choriocapillaris complex. In this study, we analyzed the indocyanine green (ICG) angiographic features of lacquer cracks and compared them with findings using fluorescein angiography. Complete ophthalmologic examinations, fluorescein angiography, and ICG angiography were performed in 29 consecutive patients (37 eyes) with lacquer cracks. Fluorescein angiograms of the cracks revealed linear hyperfluorescence in all 37 eyes. Using ICG angiography, we observed linear hypofluorescence in all 37 eyes. In 15 of 37 eyes, the length of the hypofluorescent lesion detected by ICG angiography was longer than the hyperfluorescent lesion observed by fluorescein angiography. In 17 of 37 eyes, more lacquer cracks were observed by ICG angiography than by fluorescein angiography. These findings indicate that ICG angiography can detect the development of the lesion more precisely, and may provide useful information for diagnosing pathologic myopia.